
Discrete Data
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In this investigation, it is 
the number of children that 
is being counted. This is 
discrete data because it is 
not possible to count 0.5 or 
0.25 of a child.

Data that is counted in 
whole numbers is discrete.

In discrete data, values 
between whole numbers 
cannot be counted.
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Continuous Data

In this investigation, it is 
the length of the shadow 
that is being measured. This 
is continuous data because 
it is possible to record the 
length as 20.5cm, etc.

Data that is measured and 
therefore can take on infinite 
values is continuous.

In continuous data, values 
between whole numbers 
can be counted.


