The Wanderer

Mr Stink ate the sausages in an unexpectedly
elegant manner. First he took out a little linen
napkin and tucked it under his chin. Next he
took an antique silver knife and fork out of his
breast pocket. Finally he produced a dirty
gold-rimmed china plate, which he gave to the
Duchess to lick clean before he set down the
sausages neatly upon it.

Chloe stared at his cutlery and plate. This
seemed like another clue to his past. Had
he perhaps been a gentleman thief who

crept into country houses at midnight and
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a clipboard and stopwatch to

¢ the little black dog had
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oung Chloe, is everything fine at
d Mr Stink, as he let the Duchess

lick his fingers clean of any remnants of sausage
i

juice.
“I’m sorry
« asked if everything was fine at home. If

?” replied a befuddled Chloe.

things were tickety-boo [ am not sure you would
be spending your Sunday talking to an old
vagabond like me.”
“Vagabond?”
«] don’t like the word ‘tramp’. It makes you
think of someone who smells.”

Chloe tried to conceal her surprise.
she didn’t speak

Even the

Duchess looked chNH& and
English, only Dog.
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on Annabelle — probably because her youngest

daughter was like 5 miniature version of her Every

inch of every wall in the house was covered with

celebrations of Annabelle’s infinite achievements.
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Photographs of her standing smugly on winners
podiums, ~certificates  bearing her name
emblazoned in italic gold, trophies and statuettes
and medals engraved with ‘winner’, first place’ or

‘little creep’. (I made up that last one.)
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Sam deEEmnm training

6am Clarinet lesson

7am Dance lesson, tap and contemporary jaz;
8am Dance lesson, ballet

9am to 4pm Schoo]
4pm Dramag lesson, Improvisation and
movement

Spm Piano lesson
6pm Brownies
7/pm Girls® Brigade

8pm Javelin practice
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4am Violin les

5am m&?ém_wmsm

son
practice

gam Chess Society

7am Learning Japanese

8am Flower-arranging class

9am to 4pm School

4pm Creative writing workshop
5pm Porcelain frog painting class
épm Harp practice

7pm Watercolour painting class

8pm Dance class, ballroom

é&smw%w
3am Chojr Practice

fam ﬂozw-?:% traj

Ning
Sam High

-?3@ :m?wsm
bam Long-jum,
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Pm Dram, workshop, Shake 7pm Cake " oA History of Victoria
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8pm Show ?SE:W Moustaches
Friday

Thursda y
2am Learning Arabjc

3am Dance lesson, break-dance, hip-hop,

krumping

{am Triangle lesson, grade 5
2am Badminton
3am Archery

4am Fly to Switzerland for ski-jump practice.
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4am Oboe lesson Learn about eggs from an expert on eggs

(TBC) on outbound flight.

6am Do quick ski-jump, and then board
inbound flight, Take pottery class on flight.

>am Tour de France cycle training
6am Bible studies
7am Gymnastics training

8am Thaj kick-boxing (remember to take skis
off before class).

8am Calligraphy class

9am to 4pm School
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The Wanderer

Chloe gasped and looked

six every day, even in

the school holidays when

she didn’t have any to

do.
“Sorry Mr Stink, I have
» she said. Secretly

er asked her

to g0,
d. No one had ev

Chloe was relieve
and she was beginning 10

how she felt before,

panic...
“Really,

child?” said the old man, looking

disappointed.

“Yes, yes, | need to get home. Mother will

least 2 C In Maths
the

be furious if I don’t get at
next term. She sets me extra tests during

holidays.”
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me,” said Mr Stink.

Chloe shrugged.

. “Mother doesn’
holidays.” She stood up,

sausages,” she said.

“Thope You likeq the

.:H.row we )
re mﬂEB H—o » .
Ptious,” gaid Mr Stink

ness.”
Chloe nodded and turned tq ru

home. If she took , short-

TmmOnm go&.—mﬂ.

“Thank you. Unimaginable kind

n Ow.».. HOQ\NH‘&M
cut she’d be by

“Farewel])”

Mr Stink called after her sofily,

beliey, .

Drivel

omework hour,

She didn’t

Terrified of being late for h

Chloe began to quicken her pace.

out where
want her mo

ther to ask questions ab

¢ who she’d been talking to. Mrs
be horrified to find out her daughter

g on a bench with someone she

she’d been o
Crumb would
had been sittin
would describe as a ‘soap-dodger’. Grown-ups

always have a way of ruining everything.

Chloe stopped hurrying, though, when she

saw that she was about to pass Raj’s shop. Just

one chocolate bar, she thought.

Chloe’s love of chocolate made her one of
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