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Mr Stink

« ]
Promise yo *
uwont say a $
nything
about
me

losing my job,” whispered Dad. 10

“I promise.”

Chloe shut the d :
e door, lcavmg her dad on all Shghtly Chewed

fours in the darkness. Now she had two fu]]
o u
grown men hiding around the house Wbat’y
. s

next? she thought. Am I going to find Grandad
political campaign trail meant

in the tumble dryers! |
Being on the
seemed like

Chloe knocking on what

everybody’s front door in the town and Mother

asking people if she could “rely on their vote”.
Those who said they were going to vote for
Mother were instantly rewarded with a big smile

and an even bigger sticker to put in their window

proclaiming ‘Vote Crumb’. Those who said they
weren’t voting for her were going to miss an
awful lot of daytime telly. Mother was the kind

of person who wouldn’t give up without

| a fight.
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Mr Stink

They passed the newsagent’s shop. “I wonde,
if Raj would put one of my posters up in hig
window,” said Mother, as she strode towards
the store. Chloe clomped behind in her
uncomfortable Sunday-best shoes, struggling to
keep up. Her mind had been elsewhere all day.
Now she was carrying around two hot-air
balloon-sized secrets in her head — Mr Stink
hiding in the garden shed and her dad hiding in
the cupboard under the stairs!

“Ah, my two favourite customers!” exclaimed
Raj as they entered the shop. “The beautiful
Mrs Crumb and her charming daughter,
Chloe!”

“It’s Croooome!” corrected Mother. “So, Raj,
can I rely on your vote3”

“Y:?l;)s’o;lff:::iz )I( -F.actor?!” said Raj excited| y.
» Yes, will vote for you, Whar are

you singing on Saturday?”
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«“No, she’s not doing The X-Factor, Raj,”

interjected Chloe, trying not to laugh at the

thought.
“Britain’s Got Talent perhaps? You are maybe

doing a ventriloquist act with a naughty otter

puppet called Jeremy? That would be most

amusing!”
. C
“No, she’s not doing Britain’s Got Talent

either.” Chloe smirked.

“How do you solve any dream will 'd do
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