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Only do this challenge activity if you want to – it is not necessary to complete this.
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Letter to my Dad — Challenge Activity

Section C

Write the synonyms under the correct headings.

bewitching unusual interesting distinct
contrasting captivating peculiar diverse

freaky unlike riveting unfamiliar

Section D

Write a synonym and an antonym for each word. Answers will vary.
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Letter to my Dad - Y3/P4/G2 — Comprehension Day resources here. ~

Section C

9. Why do you think rural locations were considered safe?
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10. Why do you think that Alice is so fascinated by the cows?
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11. Why is Alice thrilled that the calf will be called ‘Alice’?

12. Why does Alice tell her father to stay safe?
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Letter to my Dad — Challenge Activity
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Section C

0

Write the synonyms under the correct headings.
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Section D

Write a synonym and an antonym for each word.
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sandwiches, apples and even a small piece of chocolate! You'll laugh, Papa; I had to wear a label —
like I was an item in a shop! It had my name, address, my school and where I was going. I think it
might have been in case I got lost.

The countryside is so different to London — it’s just full of surprises! There are real cows in the field
below my bedroom window and they are enormous — much bigger than dogs! Did you know that’s
where milk comes from? I never really thought about how it got in the bottle before our milkman
pops it on our step. It's fascinating.

Mama got a list from school to tell us what I could bring with me. I've borrowed Nanny's little case
and I've got a change of underclothes, night clothes, my slippers, spare socks, my toothbrush, comb,
towel, soap, face cloth, handkerchiefs and a warm coat. I'm glad I brought my coat — it seems
windier here in the countryside. Mrs Brown, who I live with, is teaching me to knit. I unravelled one
of Mr Brown’s old jumpers, and I'm using the wool to knit myself a vest. It’s difficult, but Mrs Brown
is a good teacher.

E: (Q2) What is the purpose of the commas in ‘a change of underclothes, night clothes, my slippers,
spare socks, toothbrush, comb, towel, soap, face cloth, handkerchiefs and a warm coat’? They
separate items in a list.
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Because she thought it made her
like an item in a shop.

S: (Q10) Why do you think that Alice is so fascinated by the cows? Alice lived in London, which is
a city. Many evacuees had never seen farm animals before.

M: (Q14) What effect does using the word ‘even’ have in ‘even a small piece of chocolate’? It
emphasises that this is not usual — it is a treat to have even just a small amount of chocolate. This
would have been because of rationing.

I think I am going to be very content here. There is a farm right next door. Nelly (her real name is
Mrs Tipperton, but she says we can call her Nelly) owns the farm and it has loads of chickens, cows
and calves. There are horses and pigs as well as four cats. I love to help out on the farm. Nelly says
I am a ‘great help.’ I'm glad she thinks I am good at helping because I'm trying really hard not to
be a nuisance.

Papa you'll never guess what happened the night before last... a calf was born! Nelly came round to
tell us yesterday morning. We had a little peek over the gate but we had to be really quiet, so we
didn’t scare the mum or the baby. Nelly says she going to name the calf Alice, after me! I was so
happy when Nelly told me because now there will still be an ‘Alice’ here in the countryside even
when I return to London. The worst job on the farm is feeding the pigs — they smell awful! Even
worse than our outside
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would have been because of rationing.

I think I am going to be very content here. There is a farm right next door. Nelly (her real name is
Mrs Tipperton, but she says we can call her Nelly) owns the farm and it has loads of chickens, cows
and calves. There are horses and pigs as well as four cats. I love to help out on the farm. Nelly says
I am a ‘great help.’ I'm glad she thinks I am good at helping because I'm trying really hard not to
be a nuisance.

& &

Papa you'll never guess what happened the night before last... a calf was born! Nelly came round to
tell us yesterday morning. We had a little peek over the gate but we had to be really quiet, so we
didn’t scare the mum or the baby. Nelly says she going to name the calf Alice, after me! I was so
happy when Nelly told me because now there will still be an ‘Alice’ here in the countryside even
when I return to London. The worst job on the farm is feeding the pigs — they smell awful! Even
worse than our outside privy!
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E: (Q3) What is the worst job on the farm, and why? Feeding the pigs because they smell awful.

She’s trying not to be annoying; she’s trying to help out and be useful. :'"

S: (Q11) Why is Alice thrilled that the calf will be called ‘Alice’? Because that means there will still
be an ‘Alice’ on the farm when she goes back home.

N

M: (Q15) Why do you think that Alice is going to be happy where she has been evacuated? She
obviously likes the animals, which they don’t have in London; she likes to feel like she’s helping and
not being a nuisance.

The cats are lovely. They are called Tabby, Mr Whiskers, Poppy and Snowy. I bet you can’t guess >B(
what colour Snowy is, Papa? She’s black! Mr Whiskers is brilliant at catching mice and he gives

them to Nelly as presents — I don’t think Nelly likes it, but she always says ‘thank you'.

I miss you and Mama so very much and I hope this letter finds you both well.

Stay safe, DH

All my love,

Alice (Your daughter, not the cow!)
XXX XXX

E: (Q4) Why did Alice think her father wouldn’t guess the name of the cat? Because with the name
‘Snowy’ you'd have expected the cat to be white.
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them to Nelly as presents — I don’t think Nelly likes it, but she always says ‘thank you'.

I 'miss you and Mama so very much and I hope this letter finds you both well.

Stay safe,
All my love,

Alice (Your daughter, not the cow!)
XXX XXX

E: (Q4) Why did Alice think her father wouldn’t guess the name of the cat? Because with the name
‘Snowy’ you'd have expected the cat to be white.
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She is trying to

make her father laugh by making sure he knows the letter is not from the cow!

S: (Q12) Why does Alice tell her father to stay safe? Alice’s father is left in London where the
bombings are expected.

M: (Q16) Why do you think Alice’s letter was so up-beat? Do you think she was really that happy to
have been evacuated? Personal answer. Perhaps Alice was ‘putting on a brave face’ so her mum and
dad wouldn’t worry.
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